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inent, being in both cases associated with the Tubal
or Tibareni, who at this period lived toward the
south and west, inhabiting a portion of the terri-
tory later known as Kappadokia. The Mushke
had crossed the Euphrates southward and pos-
sessed themselves of the districts of Alzi and
Purukhuinzi about fifty years before, in the period
of 'Assyria's weakness. The Assyrians had once
overrun this very territory and claimed presents
for the god Asshur from its inhabitants, but it
was now fully in the control of the Mushke, and
had for these fifty years been paying tribute to
them, and not to the Assyrians. Feeling their
strength, and unopposed by any other king, the
Mushk^, to the number of about twenty thousand,
in five bands, invaded the land of Kummukh.
Here was indeed a dangerous situation for As-
syria, for if these people were unchecked, they
would not long be satisfied with the possession of
this northern part of Kuminukh, but would seize
it all, and perhaps invade the land of Assyria it-
self. Trusting in Asshur, his lord, Tiglathpileser
hastily assembled an army and marched against
them* He must cross the rough and wild Mount
Masius and descend upon his enemies among the
head waters of the Tigris. How large a force of
men he led in this venture we do not know, but
his victory was overwhelming. Of the twenty
thousand men who opposed him but six thousand
remained alive to surrender and accept Assyrian
rule. The others were savagely butchered, their